HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM RUSSIA
OH NEW YEAR’S TREE, OH NEW YEAR'S TREE!

p in Russm Internatlonal Channel graphlc~de3|gner Katla Gelman shares |
her New Year's experience.

A Russran New Years celebratron would not be oomplete without Father Frost and '
his granddaughter, Snowmaiden. Father Frost looks a lot like Santa Claus: he carries
‘a big red sack full of presents and is very kind and just. Snowmaiden is a young girl
who wears a light-blue dress and hat and loves all creatures.

‘Miniature Father Frost and Snowmaiden characters are often plaoed under New Year
trees in Russian homes. The tree is brought into the house the last week of December
and is decorated with lights, glass toys and balls, sweets and small tangerines.
Friends and family gather around the New Year tree on New Year s Eve to play games
and enjoy bemg together. ' , ,

There is more than enough food for whomever drops by, and champagne isa must
Around 11 p.m., everyone says goodbye to the year by sharing with one another the
bad and good thlngs that occurred over the course of the year. Just before midnight,
’  the television to listen to the president and watch the clock tower in
7 hen the clock strikes midnight, wishes of “Happy New Year” and
 kisses abou \fter that, Russ:ans drlnk eat, dance and celebrate the New Year untll
the early mornlng hours.

A BERRY RUSSIAN NEW YEAR! RUSSIAN OLADII (CRUMPETS)

9 ) cups wheat flour - 1/2 grated lemon peel - pinch of salt ,

-1 1/2 cups water .| lajge bag/package of - powdered sugar
-1ozyeast ' frozen/fresh m - butter or vegetable oil
- 2 tbsp sugar ~ blackberries for cooklng

BIRTH OF THE BIG BOOM

THE HISTORY OF FIREWORKS

China claims to be the birthplace of the
fantastic lightshow and deafening boom

Many of other cultures have incorporated
this explosive entertainment into their
of fireworks. Several folktales suggest holiday celebrations. Huge displays are a
their exact origin. One began in the part of Lunar New Year celebrations
ninth century, when a cook \\\ t across Asia as well as the Indian

experimenting with potassium \ 7~ _ celebration of Diwali in October
nitrate, sulfur and ground —_ &/ g ~ and, of course, both New
charcoal created m Year's and the Fourth of July
combustible force. When he ——~ here in the United States.
mixed and ignited the

\ \ While using fireworks is fun

/ // \\ and beautifully lights up the

sky, in China it has become

increasingly dangerous. Not

all fireworks factories follow

/ government safety provisions.

‘ In fact, the government is

cracking down and recently

discovered that over 10,000 families — in

one province alone - illegally produce

fireworks. Despite fires, deaths and

damages, the Chinese frreworks market

is booming, with over $400 million in
export earnings each year.

ingredients in an enclosed
container, an explosion
occurred, thus creating the
first fireworks.

Another Chinese legend states
that in ancient times, an evil
beast named Nian attacked humans
every Lunar New Year's Eve. The only
way to frighten Nian away was by setting
off firecrackers. This tradition lives on as
extensive fireworks displays - both
professional and amateur — are still set
off every Lunar New Year's Eve in China.
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YOUR LYVE CHART

FINDING YOUR “OBJECT OF DESIRE” CHINESE-STYLE

Forget those dating shows, the Internet or your local bar. Why bother when you
can find your true love right here in this Chinese Zodiac compatibility chart?
Just find your sign by birth year and then check out the chart to see which
animal sign to seek out as your “object of desire”

RABBIT | DRAGON

@ Strong Attraction @ Work At It

’ True Love
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YEAR OF THE ROOSTER!

i HISTGRY (F lt\EV\IDRKS

“XBytes,' “Popcorn Zen;' “Asia Street Comedy,' “Object of Desire" and “IC" are service marks;
and the “I" logo, “ICN" “International Channel” and “International Channel Networks” are
registered service marks of International Networks, LLC.

Email address: icinfo@i-channel.com

HAPPY LUNAR NEW YEAR!




s SHOW ME
8 THE MONEY!

STIR TV STARS CELEBRATE LAI SEE DAY

Traditionally on the first day of the Lunar New Year, children
are given little red envelopes (lai see) that hold good-luck
money! Stars from International Channel's original
magazine-style program, Stir TV, share their childhood
Lunar New Year experiences with us.

and funl“

WHAT KIND OF ROOSTER ARE YOU"
GOCK-A-DOODLE-D00

2005 is the Year of the Rooster, the Wood Rooster to be exact.
Intelligent, witty, self-sufficient and generous, roosters prove to
be good with money and make the best entertainers. Have some
friends over and get the party started!

The Rooster will be sure to impress friends and family with an expensive
and high-class wardrobe. This sign is very concerned with appearance
and greatly enjoys a compliment or two. They may let it go their
head, as they love attention. This sign can be quite self-conscious,
spending more than enough time in front of the mirror, but the

Rooster is always looking good.

FAMOUS ROOSTERS
1921.1933-1945-1957+1969+1981.1993.2005

These well-known people were born in the

year of the rooster: Benjamin Franklin, Alex

Haley, Katharine Hepburn, Carol Burnett,

Michelle Pfeiffer, Larry King, Elton John, Yoko

Ono, Dolly Parton, Neil Young, Joan Collins,

Priscilla Presley, Steve Martin, Donny
Osmond, Eric Clapton, Melanie Griffith, Goldie

Hawn, LeVar Burton, Van Morrison, Gloria —=
Estefan, Groucho Marx.
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Primetime an International Channel ®

SOUTH ASIAN : RUSSIAN FILIPINO RUSSIAN

CONSUMER

Consumers who subscribe to a premium
channel between February 11—-March
11, 2005 will be eligible to receive a
$20 international phone card. This is
a big deal for people who need to
place an international phone call just
to talk to mom!

CALL CENTER

*And for you, a chance to win a Vtech 2.4 GHz Digital 2-
line Cordless Phone System with speakerphone! For each sale
you make, you earn a chance to win. The supervisor whose team racks up

the most sales will also win the Vtech Digital Phone System, so start selling!

*Please note that not all systems are involved. Contact your supervisor for
more information.
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THE FILIPINO CHANNEL

TV ASIA

"Home Away From Home"
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